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Guests and Regulars

We are glad you are here!

St. John’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian community.

We believe that God delights in the diversity of creation and so do we.

No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are worthy and
belong here. Come as you are.

If you are visiting, please complete the welcome card in the pew. Have this
card be your gift to us by placing it in the donation plate when it gets passed
or give it to a member of the clergy after the service. Though children of all

ages are welcome at the worship service, nursery care is available.

Helpful Hints
for Receiving Holy Communion
The usher will indicate when it is time to go up to
the rail. You may stand or kneel. Receive the
bread in your hand, consume it and then help
guide the cup (wine) to your lips. If you do not
wish to receive from the cup, consume the bread
and cross your hands over your chest until the cup
passes. There is no minimum age to receive
Communion. If you don’t wish to receive
Communion but would like to come up and
receive a blessing, cross your hands over your
chest when the clergy approach.
If you would like to receive Communion at your
pew, please let an usher know and the clergy
would be honored to bring it to you.

Gluten Free
Communion Wafer
If you need a gluten
free Communion
wafer, there is a small
basket as you enter
the back of the nave
(worship space).
In it you will find a
GF sticker that you
can wear, or you can
simply say “Gluten
Free” to the clergy
when they approach.

St. John’s Welcomes
Bishop Poulson!

the glory of God

by Jona Kay Steed.

Scan here to learn more about him.

Today’s altar flowers are given to

and in loving memory of
my mother, Maudine Holland
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PRELUDE:
All stand in body or spirit

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
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Lord God Al - might - y!
All  the saintis a - dore thee,
Though the dark - ness hide thee,

Lord God Al - might - y!

OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP p. 299

Bishop: Blessed be God: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.
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People: And blessed be God’s kingdom,
now and for ever. Amen.

Hymnal #362



Bishop: There is one Body and one Spirit;
People: There is one hope in God's call to us;

Bishop: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People: One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Bishop: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Bishop: Let us pray.

Bishop: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ
you have revealed your glory among the nations:
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church
throughout the world may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated

THE FIRST LESSON Exodus 33:12-23
Lector: A Reading from the Book of Exodus.

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me,
‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I
know you by name, and you have also found favor in
my sight.” Now if [ have found favor in your sight,
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is
your people.” He said, “My presence will go with
you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If
your presence will not go, do not carry us up from
here. For how shall it be known that I have found
favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go
with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your
people, from every people on the face of the earth.”

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that
you have asked; for you have found favor in my
sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show
me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim
before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said,
“you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and
live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place
by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while
my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the
rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have
passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you
shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 99 Chanted by the Choir

The Lord is King; let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.

The Lord is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.

Let them confess his Name,
which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.

"O mighty King, lover of justice,

you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness
in Jacob."

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies
and the decree that he gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

THE SECOND LESSON 1/ Thessalonians 1:1-10

Lector: A Reading from the First Letter of Paul
to the Thessalonians.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and
mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
message of the gospel came to you not in word only,
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake. And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired
by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to



all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the
word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so that we have
no need to speak about it. For the people of those
regions report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you, and how you turned to God from idols,

to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus,
who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

All stand in body or spirit

THE SEQUENCE HYMN “Sing praise to our Creator” Hymnal #295
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THE GOSPEL READING Matthew 22:15-22

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in
what he said. So they sent their disciples to him,
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one;
for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice,
said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They
answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them,
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they
left him and went away.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rt. Rev. Poulson Reed,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION
OF THE CANDIDATE FOR HOLY BAPTISM

All candidates and presenters stand before the
Bishop.

Bishop: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now
be presented.

Sponsors:
I present Graham Strickland to receive the
Sacrament of Baptism.

The Bishop asks the following questions to the
candidate.

Bishop: Do you desire to be baptized?
Candidate: 1 do.

Bishop: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual
forces of wickedness that rebel against God?

Candidate: 1 renounce them.



Bishop: Do you renounce the evil powers of this
world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of
God?

Candidate: 1 renounce them.

Bishop: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw
you from the love of God?

Candidate: 1 renounce them.

Bishop: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him
as your Savior?

Candidate: 1 do.

Bishop: Do you put your whole trust

in his grace and love?

Candidate: 1 do.

Bishop: Do you promise to follow and obey

him as your Lord?

Candidate: 1 do.

When there are others to be presented,
the Bishop says

Bishop: The other Candidates will now be presented.

CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION, and
REAFFIRMATION

St. John’s, Norman

Presenters: 1 present
Stephen Cottman
Holly Frantz
Presley Frantz
Amy Miller
Phoenix Miller
Ben Upp

for Confirmation.

Presenters: 1 present who desires
to reaffirm his baptismal vows.
Charles Bacon
James Beard
Merrie Beard
Rebecca Blount
Robert Finley
Robby Frantz
John Schaefer
Carol Upp
Joe Upp

All Saints, Duncan

Presenters: 1 present Adah Holtz for
Confirmation.

Presenters: 1 present Sharon Kalinowski to be
received into this Communion.
The Bishop asks the candidates

Bishop: Do you reaffirm your
renunciation of evil?
Candidates: 1 do.

Bishop: Do you renew your commitment
to Jesus Christ?

Candidates: 1 do, and with God's grace I will
follow him as my Savior and Lord.

All stand in body or spirit.

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses
the congregation, saying:

Bishop: Will you who witness these vows do
all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?

People: We will.

The Bishop then says these or similar words:

Bishop: Let us join with those who are
committing themselves to Christ and
renew our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God?

People: 1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

Bishop: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Bishop: Will you continue in the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in the prayers?

People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Bishop: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,



whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Bishop: Will you proclaim by word and example
the Good News of God in Christ?
People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Bishop: Will you seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People: 1 will, with God’s help.

Bishop: Will you strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?

People: 1 will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES
The Bishop then says to the congregation:

Bishop: Let us now pray for this person who is to
receive the Sacrament of new birth and for
those who have renewed their commitment
to Christ.

A person appointed leads the following petitions:

Leader: Deliver them, O Lord,
from the way of sin and death.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Fill them with your holy and
Life-giving Spirit.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Keep them in the faith and communion
of your holy Church.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Teach them to love others in the power
of the Spirit.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Send them into the world
in witness to your love.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Bring them to the fullness
of your peace and glory.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

The Bishop says:

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the

death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power
of his resurrection and look for him to come again in
glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

The Ministers and Candidate for Baptism move to the
Baptismal font.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Bishop blesses the water, first saying:

Bishop: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1t is right to give our thanks and praise.

Bishop: We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift
of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into
the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit
as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his
death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into
everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it
we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to
him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Bishop touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power
of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM

The candidate is presented by name to the clergy,
who then immerses, or pours water upon,
the candidate, saying:

Priest: Graham, I baptize you in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

When this action has been completed at a place in
full sight of the congregation, the bishop prays over
them, saying:



Bishop: Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and

the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your
servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them
to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in
your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy
and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Then the Bishop places a hand on the person's head,
marking on the forehead the sign of the cross [using
Chrism if desired] and saying to them:

Bishop: Graham, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit
in Baptism and marked as Christ's
own for ever. Amen.

BAPTISMAL CANDLE

A baptismal candle, lit from the Paschal Candle and
representing the Light of Christ, is presented to the
newly baptized.

WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
When all have been baptized, the Bishop says:

Bishop: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

People and Bishop:

We receive you into the household of God.
Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal
priesthood.

The Ministers return to the front of the nave and the
Bishop continues

Bishop: Let us now pray for these persons who have
renewed their commitment to Christ.

Silence may be kept.

Then the Bishop says:

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have
overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that
by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound
us to your service. Renew in these your servants the
covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send
them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the
service you set before them; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says:

For Confirmation:

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy
Spirit; empower them for your service;
and sustain them all the days of their life. Amen.

or this

Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly
grace, that they may continue yours for ever, and
daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more,
until they come to your everlasting kingdom. Amen.

For Reception:

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy
catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you
into the fellowship of this Communion.

God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless,
preserve, and keep you. Amen.

For Reaffirmation:

Bishop: N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a
good work in you, direct and uphold you in the
service of Christ and his kingdom. Amen.

The Bishop concludes with this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand
ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit
ever be with them; and so lead them in the
knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they
may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the
life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All stand in body or spirit

THE PEACE

Bishop: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

This is a time when we greet one another in the name
of Christ. Please feel free to stay in your seats.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS
BCP Page 830 (51)

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as Ais days increase;
bless and guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen
him when he stands; comfort 2im when discouraged
or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall; and in Ais heart
may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all
the days of 4is life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Bishop offers an offertory sentence.

THE OFFERING

During this time, we make an offering to the church
for its mission, and it is also a time in which we fully
offer ourselves to be Christ in the world around us.

Today’s undesignated, non-pledged loose offering,
and designated bishop’s fund checks will go to the
Bishop’s Discretionary Fund for him to respond to

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:
All stand in body or spirit

the needs of the people as he encounters them
throughout the Diocese of Oklahoma and beyond.

If mailing in an offering, please remit to:

St. John’s Episcopal

235 W. Dufty St., Norman, OK 73069

Church
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Or online at St. John's Episcopal Church:
Click on or scan this QR code with your smart phone
camera fore secure and “contact free” donations.

THE PRESENTATI ON HYMN: “Take my life, and let it be” Hymnal #707
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Take my hands, and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no long - er mine.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
Eucharistic Prayer A, Page 361

Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:
Bishop:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS #S-129

[a) | . |

Bishop: 1t is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here the Proper Preface is said.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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The people remain standing, or may kneel.

Bishop: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite
love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Bishop and People:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Bishop: We celebrate the memorial of our
redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by
your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your

eternal kingdom.



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Bishop: And now, as our Savior Christ
has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Bishop:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

THE FRACTION ANTHEM #S$-154

This setting is not used in Lent.

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A period of silence is kept.
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THE INVITATION
Bishop: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION TO THE PEOPLE
If you are new to receiving Holy Communion, there
are some helpful hints on the front page.

COMMUNION HYMN “My God, thy table now is spread” Hymnal #321
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SENDING FORTH OF OUR EUCHARISTIC VISITORS

If there are Eucharistic Visitors to be sent forth:

Priest: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

The congregation responds:
We who are many are one Body,
because we all share one bread and one cup.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP Page 365
Bishop: Let us pray.
People and Bishop:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The Bishop offers a blessing
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN “God of grace and God of glory” Hymnal #594
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THE DISMISSAL POSTLUDE:
The Deacon offers the dismissal
and the people respond.:

People: Thanks be to God.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Reception after the Service

Please join us for a reception in the parish hall
following the service. Eat cake, congratulate our new
Confirmands, and take time to meet Bishop Poulson.
Getting to know Episcopalians from around the
diocese is his favorite part of being a bishop!

Mark your calendar:

Today: Oct. 18 - Bishop’s Visitation 8:00 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. with Reception afterwards.

Today: Oct. 18 - CROP Walk event (2:00pm)

Oct. 19 - Resource and Development 6:00 Commons
Oct. 19 - Vestry Meeting 7:00 Commons

Oct. 20 - Food and Shelter Lunch 9:00-12:00

Oct. 24 - Fright Night 5:00 to 7:00

Oct. 25 - Quarterly Check-ins 9a-9:30a &12p-12:30p
Oct. 25 - Jr. DOK 3:30-5:00

Oct. 25 - OU Organ Studio Recital 6:30 p.m.

Oct. 26 - Guest Speaker: (See Below)

Oct. 28 - “In Memory of” Memorial Service 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 31 - OU Homecoming: Can you help park cars?

Name Tags: Thank you for wearing your name tag.
If you need one, there is a signup sheet in the Narthex
(Entry to the church from the courtyard).

NEXT SUNDAY Oct. 25: Quarterly Check-ins
9:00am-9:30am and 12:00pm-12:30pm:
Come and share your thoughts.

“The 5 O’Clock Service” Join us for St. John’s Rite
IIT Holy Communion service in the Parish Hall at
5:00 pm. A potluck will be included following the
service on the first Sunday of the month.

"Knit" Night: November 5t

"Knit" Night gathers on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of
the month. Drop by and join us anytime 6:30-8:30
pm in the library at St. John's.

These are opportunities to work on any portable
needlework or craft project you wish — not just
knitting. Projects are optional, as we enjoy being
together and supporting each other. For questions, or
to be added to the email reminders sent a day or two
before each meeting, contact Melody Palm,
mpalm@episcopalnorman.org

Altar Guild Could Use Your Help

We would love to have you take part in one of the
most important responsibilities in our church. For
more information speak to Fr Kirk and/or Altar Guild
head Carol Upp (carolupp65@gmail.com or 405-831-
8992). Join us...be part of something special!
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TODAY: Fight Hunger with St. John’s at the
CROP Hunger Walk

Now that the summer heat is finally over, let’s get out
and walk in beautiful weather to fight hunger locally
and around the world. The St. John’s Beloved
Walkers team will assemble to participate in the 2026
Cleveland County CROP Hunger Walk.

This year’s event is scheduled Sunday, Oct. 18, at the
Norman Adult Wellness and Education Center, 602
N. Findlay Ave. The two-mile course takes, on
average, about 40 minutes to complete, but
participants — including friendly, leashed pets — are
free to walk at their own pace.

Seventy-five percent of funds raised will support the
Church World Service’s hunger-fighting efforts, and
the remaining 25 percent will stay in Norman to
support Food and Shelter, Inc. With rapidly rising
inflation and major cuts to federal hunger and safety
net programs, the threat of hunger is a growing
reality in our community.

Last year, the Cleveland County CROP Walk met its
goal of raising at least $45,000 to fight hunger here
and abroad. St. John’s had a walking team of 12
humans and one dog, and parishioners raised $750.
Our goal this year is to raise at least $1,500, which
does not include St. John’s church sponsorship of
$250 for the CROP Hunger Walk

Parishioners and their friends can join our 2026
efforts by signing up as a donor and/or team member
at the St. John’s Beloved Walkers’ webpage. To visit
the webpage, click this hyperlink: 2026 CROP
Hunger Walk - St. John's Beloved Walkers - Norman,
OK if reading online. Otherwise, visit
https://clevelandcountycropwalk.org, click on
“register/donate” and then the “the list of teams”
hyperlink on the next page. Look for St. John’s
Beloved Walkers and click on that link.

Whether you donate funds, join the walking team,
pray for our efforts or any combination of those acts,
your support for St. John’s and the wider CROP
Hunger Walk event is appreciated. If you have
questions or want more information, contact Deacon
James Tyree at deaconjames17@outlook.com.

All Saints’ Day is November 1st

This is a time when we remember our family and
friends who have died.

During our services that day we will read the names
of our “saints” simultaneously from different parts of
the nave creating a cloud of witnesses.
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If you would like to have the names of your
deceased loved ones included in this special day,
do one of the following:

#1 Email their names to Becky, our office
administrator at rblount@episcopalnorman.org and
include which service you would like their name
read: 8:00am or 10:30am or 5:00pm.

#2 Complete an All Saints’ Day Card located in the
back of the church (Narthex) and drop it in the All
Saints’ Day Box.

Please clearly print the full names of those you wish
to remember on that day. The deadline to have
names included in the All Saints’ Day services is
Monday, October 26th.

“In Memory of” Memorial Service: October 28th
There are often times when we are unable to attend
the funeral or memorial service of a friend or family
member. There are also times when there is not a
public service at all. When we are unable to attend
such a service, we may struggle to find a sense of
closure or allow ourselves to begin the healing
process.

On Wednesday, October 28th at 6:00 p.m. we will
have an “In Memory of” memorial service. During
this Rite II Burial service, we will remember and
celebrate those family and friends. We will have a
special table for pictures or other memorabilia if you
would like to bring some for that service. If you
would like to include someone in this memorial
service, please contact the parish office at 405-321-
3020 or Fr. Kirk at Kirk@episcopalnorman.org.

JOIN US FOR

CARNIVAL GAMES, CASSEROLE
POTLUCK, COSTUME CONTEST

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
235 W DUFFY
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Guest Speaker Matthew Beasley at St. John’s:
October 26th 6:30 p.m.

Vis Sermonis: Scriptural Reflections on Al and
the Power of Language

The rapid development of artificial intelligence raises
new worries about the future of work, power, and
consciousness. What might our ancient tradition have
to tell us about how we can adapt to this modern
technology while still continuing to pursue lives
formed by love? Please join us at St. John's on
October 26th at 6:30 p.m. for a guest lecture by
Matthew Beasley, philosophy PhD candidate,
computer engineer, and Head Pastor of Hope
Community Church. Together, we hope to provoke
further discussion about our curiosities, fears, and
hopes for Al and perhaps to find some peace in the
philosophical and theological resources of scripture.

Guest Speaker: Allen D. Hertzke, November 1%,
6:30 p.m.

Why Religious Freedom Matters: Human Rights
and Human Flourishing

Dine & Learn with lecturer Allen D. Hertzke, author
of Why Religious Freedom Matters: Human Rights
and Human Flourishing on Sunday, November 1,
2026, 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Join us at the
5:00 service, eat some pizza at 6:00, enjoy the
lecture at 6:30.

All are welcome.

Allen D. Hertzke is David Ross Boyd Professor
Emeritus of political science at the University of
Oklahoma. He is author or editor of ten books,
including Freeing God’s Children and The Future of
Religious Freedom. He served a ten-year term on the
prestigious Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences at
the Vatican.

Prayers of the People

Those who are serving as First Responders and in
the Armed Forces: Jonny, Brock, Brooklynne,
Riley, Tyler, Jackson, Liam, Nathan

For the special needs and concerns of this
congregation:

Glenda, Olive, Lindsey, Timothy, Conly, Betty, Leo,
Luke, Barbara, Mark, Bob, Betsy, Cathy, Ray, Judy,
Kiri, Kim, Marj, Courtney, Roshni, Linda, Mary,
Marsha, Susan.

For those who have died: Rex
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